The Franklin Expedition set out in 1845

Franklin’s Final Expedition

consisting of two ships; the HMS Erebus and the
HMS Terror. Sir Joh Franklin was the commander of
the 129 crew members
aboard the ships. They set
sail from England in
search of the Northwest
Passage across which is
now known as Canada’s
Arctic. Letters sent home
by the crew revealed that
some were weary of the expedition, as they
believed they had set sail too late in the season.
The ships and crews vanished and no more
letters were sent home. In the resulting years
many rescue and search attempts were made but
nobody was found alive.

1845 - 1848

Early searches during the 1800s revealed

clues to what may have happened during the
expedition. John Rae was
aboard a search
rescue in 1854 and
recorded Inuit
stories about white
men who had been
spotted 4 years prior.
The Inuit helped Rae with
his searches of the islands; he found undeniable
evidence of the ships. The Inuit stories strongly
suggested that the men had resorted to cannibalism due to lack of food and the threat of starvation. Upon bringing his information back to
England there was much uproar over the
thought of “civil” men resorting to such atrocities.
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Lady Franklin rebelled against the news that

Rae returned with. She wanted to
protect her husband’s legacy.
Lady Franklin convinced
famous writers to suggest that
the Inuit had lied and that the
Inuit had been the ones to kill
the crew. She then funded a
second search expedition, lead
by Francis McClintok in 1859.
His expedition discovered no
survivors, but did find evidence of
the crew’s final days. This included cairns and
skeletons of the dead crew members. Most important was his discovery of a note left by Franklin’s crew which explained that the ships had
been trapped in ice in 1846. A second message
on the letter was much more bleak; Franklin and
24 other men had died and the crew had abandoned the ships to head South on foot.
Subsequent exploration was conducted in the
1800s to help answer questions about what had
happened to the men. Explorers included
Charles Francis Hall and Frederick Schwatka;
both of which relied on Inuit people to help
them explore and collect oral histories.
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Interest in the expedition continued into

Location where
ships were abandoned
in the ice

the 21st Century. This brought more searches for
the ships. After more
than 160 years
searching; the
HMS Erebus was
found in 2014 and
the HMS Terror was
found in 2016. Both ships were found at the
bottom of the ocean. With advanced remote
sensing technologies having been used to create
scans of the ships. These discoveries are owed in
large part to the knowledge and Oral Histories of
the Inuit.
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Many artifacts were discovered in almost
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perfect condition, due to the sub-zero temperatures. This has allowed
archaeologists and
researches to discover
even more about what
these men endured and
what their final days may
have been like. However,
questions will always remain regarding the mysteries of Franklin’s Final Expedition.

